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MORE STATES SHOULD DO 
THE SAME 

In my capacity as a salesman, I have had 
the opportunity to be in Florida several 
times. During these brief trips into Florida 
I always manage to get the current issue of 
your magazine. Due to the fact that I work 
other states besides Florida, I have been 
missing several copies of your magazine 
which I (and my wife) enjoy from cover 
to cover. 

This is a wonderful magazine and more 
states should do the same because it not 
only tells what the state has to offer but, no 
doubt, encourages sportsman’s clubs and 
junior clubs which can do much for the 
conservation of wildlife. 

Enclosed is my check for $2.00 to cover 
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the next twelve issues of Florida Wildlife, 
and I personally wish to thank you for a 
fine magazine. 

FRANKLIN GUYER 

' Decatur, Georgia 

Florida’s bound to have something, all 

right . .. the visitors brag about our 
state as much as the Crackers do. 





LETTER FROM JAPAN 

I received a gift subscription to your 
magazine from my brother-in-law in Clear- 
water a few months ago, and have enjoyed 
the articles therein very much, especially 
those concerning fishing. I’m from Bartow 
myself and know the fishing possibilities of 
the phosphate pits around Polk County, the 
lakes and streams. 

For three years before being assigned to 
the Far East Command, I was stationed at 
Patrick Air Force Base at Cocoa, and thor- 
oughly enjoyed fishing in the Atlantic off 
Canaveral Pier, the inland waterway, the 
Indian and Banana Rivers. 


Here in far off Japan it is wonderful to 
read your magazine . . . and to reminisce 
about the wonderful years I’ve spent in 
Florida before entering the army in 1939, 
and the years I was stationed at Cocoa. 

I enjoy your publication very much and 
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look with anticipation to each issue. I’ve 

thanked the donor of my subscription three- 

fold. Keep up the good work, and regards 

to all Florida folks and those who have 

chosen our wonderous state for their home. 
DONALD L. SCHUPP 
Major, AGC 





YOU BETCHA 
You must like your job, for only a very 
real interest in Florida wildlife could account 
for the steady improvement which is so 
manifest in each successive copy. It is a 
good magazine and compares favorably with 
the other nature magazines. Best wishes for 
the future. 
JACK HOLME 
Jack’s Fish Camp 
Dunnellon 
Yep, we like our work with Florida’s 
wildlife. Betcha you like the outdoor 
life connected with your work, too. 





Being a regular subscriber to your Florida 
Wildlife, I would like to see a picture of 
the group of men that make this great maga- 
zine possible. This is my third year and have 
seen pictures of fish, wild animals, and all 
that, but for once let’s see a picture of 
these fine sportsmen in the magazine. Who- 
ever takes the pictures that are in your 
magazine must know his business, as they 
are mighty fine. 

One of your great outdoorsmen, 

CLARENCE KIMBERLEY, 
239 Franklin Street, 
Patterson, N. J. 

P.S. — A picture and a little of their back- 
ground would please more than me. Thank 
you. 

Afraid when you see our ugly mugs, 
pardner, you'll wonder which is the bear, 
but we shore appreciate your interest and 
we will try to get up enough nerve to grant 
your request. 
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THIS MONTH’S COVER 


Two chameleons in mortal com- 
bat. This unusual photograph 
was obtained for this month’s 
cover through the courtesy of 
Mr. Samuel Grimes, of Jackson- 
ville. 
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In Florida Wildlife for April, 1953, we remarked that 
there are many kinds of reptiles whose very names 
are unfamiliar to most people. One such creature is 
shown in the photograph above—the Florida brown 
snake. This is a very small reptile, usually under a 
foot in length. Its color, above, is some shade of brown, 
with a lighter streak down the back and indistinct 
dark spots on the sides. As a result of this drab colora- 
tion, the snake resembles the dead leaves, twigs, and 
other ground litter among which it dwells. 

The Florida brown snake was first made known to 
science 61 years ago. The story of its discovery is in- 
teresting. Someone found a coral snake near the Okla- 
waha River in central Florida. The coral snake was 
preserved in alcohol, and was eventually examined by 
a scientist, who dissected it. In the stomach of the coral 
snake was a small, brown snake which had never been 
seen before. Apparently the coral snake had been 
caught and placed in alcohol just after it had eaten 
the brown snake; the chemical had preserved both 
predator and prey. The scientist wrote an article in 
which he described the newly found reptile. The 
creature had no common name, and so the students 
of reptile life selected a name for it: Florida brown 
snake. 

This harmless serpent, in spite of its diminutive size, 
is related to the big water snakes which were described 
in Florida Wildlife for September, 1952. Like them, it 
has rough, keeled scales. It also resembles the water 
snakes in giving birth to living young. Usually a dozen 
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By 
ROSS ALLEN 


and 


WILFRED T. NEILL 


Ross Allen’s Reptile Institute 
Silver Springs, Florida 


or so babies are born. As might be expected, the young 
are very tiny, about four inches long and hardly 
thicker than an ordinary pin. They differ from the 
parents in color, being dark gray with a blackish head 
and a pale “collar” on the neck. 

The adult brown snake sometimes eats termites, 
worms, and small insects, but its main food is slugs. 
Slugs are soft, slimy creatures found in damp woods 
or well-watered gardens. The little brown snake can 
swallow a slug many times its own diameter. 


The ability to swallow a relatively large object is 
characteristic of a great many snakes. In most of these 
reptiles, the right and left halves of the lower jaw- 
bone are not fused together, but are connected in front 
by an elastic ligament. The lower jaw is not as securely 
hinged as in most creatures, and the tooth-bearing 
bones of the upper jaw are independently movable. 
Thus a Florida brown snake, with a head no larger 
than the head of an ordinary kitchen match, can stretch 
his jaws over a slug as thick as a man’s forefinger. 


This snake is found under logs, leaf mold, and other 
ground litter, usually near lakes, streams, or “prairies.” 
Sometimes it dwells beneath the loose bark of stumps 
or fallen timbers. Timid and inoffensive, it seldom 
ventures into the open during daylight hours. Even 
so, it often falls prey to other snakes, as well as to 
various birds and mammals. 

The brown snake is found from southern Georgia 
southward through the Florida peninsula. END 
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The first week of the Junior Con- 
servation Summer Camp and School 
was held June 7-13 at Camp Rotary, 
on Lake Julianna near Auburndale. 
Sixty-five boys from 11 clubs—Ar- 
cadia, Zephyrhills, Clearwater, Eus- 
tis, Leesburg, Miami, North Miami, 
Fort Pierce, Yankeetown, Braden- 
ton, and Homestead—attended the 
camp. 

Denver Ste. Claire, education off- 
cer of the Everglades Division of the 


Game and Fresh Water Fish Com-. 


mission was Camp Director, and 
Bob Revels, education officer of the 
South Florida Division was Assistant 
Camp Director. They were assisted 
by a number of wildlife officers. Den- 
ver and Bob recently won an award 
of merit from the National Associa- 
tion of Conservation Education and 
Publicity at the annual meeting of 
this group in Gatlinburg, Tennessee. 





Larry Blatt, 8, of Atlanta, won’t soon for- 

get his fishing trip at Sportsmen’s Lodge on 

the St. Johns River near Welaka, where he 

caught these five bass averaging 2/2 pounds 
each 
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The award was given for “outstand- 
ing activity in promoting conserva- 
tion-education among the youth of 
Florida.” 

The boys bunked in eight of the 
cabins at Camp Rotary, with the 
older boys being made group lead- 
ers to look out for the younger 
members. A daily schedule was set 
up for meals, recreation and instruc- 
tion periods, and sleep. 

During the instruction periods, 11 
lectures were given on the following 
subjects: Game Rules and Regula- 
tions, Conservation Practices, Guns 





Charles Brunson, of Leesburg, pulled this 

9 pound 3 ounce black bass from a small 

lake at the edge of his yard, June 12. 

Charlie uses rod and reel with shiners for 
bait. 





(their safety and use), Hound Dogs, 
Labrador’ Retrievers, Migratory 
Birds and Federal Laws (U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service), Outdoor Writ- 
ing As A Profession, Fly Casting 
(demonstration), Conserving Our 
Natural Resources, Seminole Indi- 
ans, Sports Writing, Fishing Regula- 
tions, Uncle Rufus—Jr. Conserva- 
tion Column in Florida Wildlife 
Magazine, Information and Educa- 
tion Division, Game Management, 
Fish Management. 


Recreational activities ineluded: 
Softball and. Tournament, Fishing 
and Contest, Boating, Swimming and 
Races, Diving and Contest, Horse- 
shoes and Contest, Casting, Water 
Polo, Swimming Instructions for Be- 
ginners, and Volleyball. 


Awards presented for achievements at the Jr. 
Conservation Summer Camp and School at Camp 
Rotary, Auburndale, Florida: 

BEST CAMPER: (Voted by assembly) 
King, Arcadia. Award: Rod. ; 

MOST COOPERATIVE CAMPER: (Voted on by 
Director and Counselors) Wayne Scambler, Ft. 
Pierce. Award: Rod. 

BEST CABIN OF THE WEEK: Cabin No. 6. 
(Each member received a fountain pen.) Cap- 
tain of the cabin: David King. Award: Reel. 

MOST FISH CAUGHT: Kenny Nesselrotte, 
Leesburg. Award: Rod. Bruce Johnston (runner- 
up), North Miami. Award: Lure. 

MASCOTS FOR CAMP: Chene Alyea, Eustis; 
Warren Wise, Eustis. Award: Lure. 

BEST CHECKER PLAYER: Al Marrow, North 
Miami. Award: Lure. 

BEST HORSESHOE PLAYER (Singles): Bobby 
Polk, Eustis. Award: Lure. 

MOST UNUSUAL NAME OF CAMPER: T. J. 
Platt (Turkey-Joe), Leesburg. Award: Lure. 

BEST FISH CATCH: Bob Carnahan, Braden- 
ton. Award: Lure. 

LARGEST FISH CAUGHT: Kenny Nesselrotte, 
Leesburg. Award: Lure. 

THE THREE MOST HARDLUCK CAMPERS: 
Bill Talbert, Eustis; Frank Hagan, Arcadia; Hal 
Lewis, Arcadia. Award: Small lures. 

THE THREE BEST KPs: Walter Rice, Peters; 
John Rice, Peters; Jimmy Page, Winter Park. 


David 


Award: Fountain pens. 

BEST DFEVER: Bill Taylor, Eustis. Award: Lure. 

BEST SOFTBALL TEAM: North Miami. Award: 
Fountain pens. 

BEST SWIMMER: Group I—Walter Rice, Pet- 
ers; Group II—John Adams, North Miami; Group 
III—Al McGough, Eustis. Award: Lures. 





A real whopper! Charles Stokes hooked 

this 12-pounder at his home on Lake 

Indianola, near Leesburg, May 31. He 

was using a shiner for bait on his casting 
outfit. 
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By STAN B. (Doc) WADE 
THE USE OF FLY ROD PLUGS 


One of the most effective lures for 
the fly-fisherman is the fly rod plug, 
made by many manufacturers in a 
bewildering variety of shapes, sizes, 
colors—and weights. All of them will 
take bass, snook, spotted weakfish, 
ladyfish, and large bream provided 
the right plug is used in the right 
place at the right time and given 
the right kind of action. 

In general, it may be said that 
such little plugs should be fished 
very slowly for best results—just as 
one must do with bass bugs. It 





Heddon "Widget" UNKIE~SPQOK” 


(Floating-Diving) 


should not be forgotten that the 
plugs are more versatile than are 
bass bugs since many of them can 
be fished deep and made to take 
good fish when light surface poppers 
are useless. To generalize a little 
more, those plugs which have an ex- 
aggerated “wiggle” are more likely 
to produce strikes than those to 
which the angler must impart all 
lifelike motion. 

Let it be kept in mind, however, 
that those plugs which wiggle the 
most are usually the most difficult 
to pick up off the water. They are 
made with either a cup under the 
head or built with a body which 
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curves sharply downward below the 
eye to which the leader is attached. 
When speeded up, as one does when 
about to pick the lure off the water 
for a back-cast, this frontal shape 
causes the plug to dive rather than 
to lift cleanly. If enough strain is 
placed on the plug it will finally pop 
out of water into the air, leaving a 
few feet of slack line and a ruined 
back-cast. Unless you have a rod 
you care nothing about or one of 
the “unbreakable” glass or steel jobs, 
be careful to always strip line until 
the plug is very close and then lift 
it slowly and make the back-cast. 
You can then false-cast to lengthen 
line for the next cast. Many a fine 
bamboo stick has been given a per- 
manent set—or ruined—by anglers 
who did not realize what was going 
to happen the first time they tried 
to pick up the plug for another cast. 
In a fast stream, such as a trout or 
salmon river, such plugs are so hard 
to pick up they should never be used 
on a light or weak rod.. Here in 
Florida, where almost all of our fish- 
ing is in lakes or slow running rivers, 
a little foresight and horse sense is 
all that one needs to play safe. 
These fly rod plugs are “worked” 
in the same manner that standard 
plugs are used. When the fish are 
taking on top, use a floater and, 
having dropped it in a good looking 
pocket, let it lie there for a con- 
siderable length of time, at least 
until the ripples it made have all 
disappeared. Then give it a little 


tweak—just enough to send out 
another ring of ripples, and wait 
until they too disappear. Then give 
it a hard enough yank to pull it 
under water, and let it come up to 
float again. If these tactics fail, re- 
trieve the plug in eccentric jerks. 
Vary the speed of your retrieve with 
every cast until you find the speed 
the fish want at that time in that 
spot—then stick to it until a change 
is indicated by failure to produce 
strikes. The depth of the plug can 
usually be governed by the speed 
of the retrieve, although this must 
be checked on every plug to see 
what it does. It is usually smarter 
to adjust the sinking ability of the 
plug to conditions rather than to de- 
pend on the built-in gymnastics of 
just one plug. Some plugs sink 
readily and can be retrieved slowly 
—far and away the best retrieve 
under most conditions. Small metal 
lures are available which are neither 
plugs nor spoons nor spinners, but 
they do sink easily and quite quick- 
ly, and when fish are deep will pro- 
duce results when the lighter plugs 
which float when at rest, fail. 

Try some of these little wigglers 
in your favorite spots; they have 
taken many big old bass which could 
no longer be fooled by any large 
plug. 

Tight Lines! 
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Every issue of Florida Speaks is exciting .. - 
filled with something on everything that’s hap- 
pening in Florida. All about all Florida is the 
Florida Speaks continued story. Florida Speaks 
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subscribers, 17 fifty-cent Seasonal Issues of 
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over the newsstand price. 


Now is the time to know all about Florida 
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subscription using the coupon. 
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\ ' wen I bagged my first turkey a few years ago, 


I didn’t know that I was experiencing enough 
excitement and storing up enough pleasant 
memories to last me until another season rolled around. 
But that’s just what happened and I can’t forget that 
hunt and the lady turkey hunter responsible for it all. 


Any time you mention hunting and fishing, Eddie 
Irvin is ready to go. Eddie, which is her real name 
and not a nickname, has been an ardent sportswoman 
for over 30 years, or ever since she married Mose 
Irvin. Like so many other women, she started to 
hunt and fish just to be with her husband, when it 
looked as if that would be the only way she would 
ever see him. It was either go or stay home alone, 
Eddie says. Now, the situation is just the opposite. 
Mose says he can’t keep her home. 


“I love outdoor life—hunting, fishing, and camping,” 
Eddie said enthusiastically. ‘Once a woman has out- 
witted a largemouth bass or brought home a stringer 
of ‘specs’; if she’s known the thrill of following her 
dog afield and serving her own quail at the dinner 
table; when she has bagged a deer or wild turkey, she 
understands why her husband prefers hunting and 
fishing to playing Canasta. When you gather around 
a golden campfire in the evening and watch a Florida 
moonrise—that’s living!” 


I nodded understandingly and was glad that I had 
found another woman who feels as I do about women 
participating in outdoor sports such as hunting and 
fishing. A friend told me about Eddie, saying that if 
I wanted to meet a real sportswoman to look her up. 


ON 





When Hap, my husband, and I drove up to the 
Pure Oil Station on the highway about five miles 
north of Lutz, near Tampa, and found the station 
closed, we thought we had come to the wrong place, 
but upon inquiring of a man sitting under a big oak 
tree at the side of the place, we were told that he was 
Mose Irvin, Eddie’s husband. I explained my mission, 
and he said Eddie was out in the back yard, but 
warned: 


“T don’t know whether she’ll take you turkey hunt- 
ing, or talk about it much. You know, turkey hunters 
are peculiar.” 


I replied that I would take my chance on that, 
and walked around the house in search of the lady, 
feeling a bit wary and undecided as to how to approach 
a peculiar turkey hunter. I needn’t have worried for 
a minute, because I found Eddie as friendly as our 
mutual friend had said she would be. She was bend- 
ing over a galvanized wash tub. No, she was not do- 
ing the family wash; the tub had long ago given up 
the wash for red wiggler worms. She was putting 
coffee grounds and bread crumbs on top of the black 


dirt as food for her fish bait. 


She was easy to talk with, and I knew she would 
make a top-notch hunting companion. I wanted a 
wild turkey for Christmas dinner, and although I buy 
a hunting license every season with a turkey in mind, 
I had never been able to bag one, so I was determined 
to get a turkey this year. I now felt that I might be 
successful. 

When I put my thoughts into words, a gay twinkle 
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came into Eddie’s china-blue eyes and she pushed her 
short, greying hair back from her suntanned fore- 
head, a bit embarrassed by the compliment. She 
sparred for time to consider my hint that she take 
me along on her next turkey hunting trip. 


“Now, you’re lucky,” she said finally. “We were 
just fixing to leave for our camp over in Gulf Ham- 
mock. You know, that’s in Levy County between 
the Suwannee River and Yankeetown. We'll take 
you both along if you’d care to come. ’Course I can’t 
guarantee you a turkey, but we'll try.” 


“That’s all anyone can ask,” I replied. “Hap and 
I will drive back to Tampa, pick up our hunting togs 
and gear and meet you here in an hour.” 


We were back on time and soon packed in Mose’s 
jalopy headed north to the densely forested Gulf 
Hammock, with its lazy streams, bogs, and cypress 
swamps. Just before we got to Fanning Springs we 
turned left onto a rough trail leading into the ham- 
mock. I mentioned the fact that I had always heard 
that this section was full of game and fish. 


“You can take your choice of deer, wild turkey, 
quail, duck, squirrel, rabbit, fox, panther, wildcat, 
and bear,” Eddie said, pointing out that the hammock 
is about 70 miles long and 30 miles wide, bounded on 
the south by the Weekiwachee River; the Gulf on 
the west; the Suwannee River on the northwest and 
Withlacoochee River on the east—perfect wildlife 
habitat. 





Mose, who prefers fishing to hunting, gave us the 
information that black bass, speckled perch, bream, 
catfish, and all the others are in the fresh-water 
streams of Guif Hammock. It sounded as if we had 
found the earthly happy hunting and fishing grounds. 


“Here we are now,” Eddie said. ‘“Let’s get unpacked 
and go out there and look for turkey signs before 
dark.” 

Since Mose is crippled from rheumatism, he doesn’t 
hunt any niore, so we left him at the camp to get things 
going while Eddie, Hap, and I went out in search of 
turkey signs. 

We tramped around the pathless jungle, out into a 
clearing and into another thick growth, past a small 
pond, its water pink-tinted from the red sunset. There 
were no signs of turkeys anywhere. We walked on 
about a hundred yards looking closely around the 
hardwood trees, knowing turkeys feed on masts in 
the fall. Then, along a ridge fringed with myrtle 
bushes, Eddie stopped and pointed out patches of 
three-tined tracks. We excitedly peered over the 
bushes through the tangled scrub, but saw no birds 
or other living things. It was a late fall and there 
were berries, acorns, and green vegetation at this spot, 
so we knew birds would return. 

Before daybreak the next morning we took our 
camouflaged positions near the place where we had 
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seen the tracks. Eddie and I hid behind a fallen log 
and Hap chose:the thicket to our right. We sat there 
rather tense for some time until the tangerine sun 
painted the impending hammock in pastels. The wild 
birds of the forest began to chirp and morning sounds 
broke the silence. As we listened attentively, we 
heard the thrilling metallic gobble of a wild turkey. 
Looking up we saw them roosting in a big cypress 
tree, and they saw us, too, for immediately they flew 
from the roost, fluttering their big wings very close 
to us. We were fascinated, because it is seldom a 
hunter has such luck. There were about six in the 
flock—three of which were gobblers. We didn’t have 
to use our yelpers—there they were right out in the 
clearing! 

I picked one of the big gobblers and raised my gun 
to shoot, when just at that moment I heard the rasp 
of claws on bark. Before I could turn, the woods 
shook with the sound of Eddie’s gun. She had shot, 
but not in the direction of the turkeys. She had 
completely forgotten them at the sight of squirrels 
that had caused all the commotion behind us. I fumed 
at her about leaving a beautiful flock of wild turkeys 
to bag a squirrel, but soon found out that she is a 
pushover for squirrel hunting. She later told me that 
it requires just as much skill to hunt squirrels. 


“They are wild, wary, and smart and it takes plenty 
of patience to bag either,’ she declared. “I really 
prefer squirrel hunting.” 


I didn’t argue, but knew all the time that she would 
never convert me to squirrel hunting. It was a turkey 
or nothing for me. Of course, the turkeys had, by 
that time, taken off for the deep swampland, so after 
an hour’s wait, Hap and I decided to go back to camp 
for a second cup of coffee. 


Eddie was still squirrel hunting. Mose was rigging 
his fishing tackle to catch a bass for supper. Hap and 
I were still anxious to kill a turkey, so we went back 
out, this time taking another path north of the clear- 
ing. We walked in quietness except for the crunching 
sound of our boots on thick leaf mold. 


(Continued on Page 22) 








After the fish was boated, Mate Wade Sison (wearing cap) and the successful angler, 
Jack Bondurant, hoisted the sailfish flag on the outrigger lines of the Lucky Lady. 


Forty-seven pounds of pure dyna- 
mite—that’s what he was—and all 
47 pounds of him came up from the 
murky depths of Sailfish Alley spoil- 
ing for a fight. And like a true alley 
waif, he fought for keeps—fiercely, 
relentlessly, and silently—expecting 
no help and using all the tricks 
not printed in the Marquis of 
Queensberry rules. But he got 
licked... 

We were trolling the Gulf Stream 
a couple of miles or so off Fort Laud- 
erdale, where the blue water takes 
on a deeper hue, marking the home 
of the big game fish—Sailfish Alley! 
In the distance, billowing white 
clouds framed the magnificent, tow- 
ering hotels along the beach, but the 
sun was bright overhead and the 
ocean was only slightly choppy: It 
was a good day for fishing. 

My fishing partners on the Lucky 
Lady, captained by Fred Voss, were 
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Jack Bondurant, publisher, and 
Betty Mathis, editor, of Sun Colony 
Magazine; Mrs. Bondurant; Brown 
Gregg, Leesburg building contrac- 
tor; and Florida Wildlife Photogra- 
pher Tony Stevens. We left Port 
Everglades, the deepest harbor south 
of Norfolk, in midafternoon and, of 
course, we were after a_ sailfish. 
Even though the trip was to be a 
short one, Captain Fred optimis- 
tically promised us that he would 
find us one. 

We took turns in the fishing chair 
and there was much banter and 
boastful predictions as to who would 
tie into the first sail. As a warm-up 
for the big battle to come, we 
sparred with eight bonito, all of good 
size and worthy fighters in their own 
right. Mate Wade Sison kept the 
hooks baited with Ballyhoo, thread- 
ing the shank through the fish’s 
mouth with the hook forced up 


through the back. A supply of baited 
hooks was prepared in advance, and 
it took but a few seconds to attach 
a. fresh bait to the swivel. 

Bondurant, the lucky dog, was 
fishing when the cry of “Sailfish!” 
came. Both he and Gregg saw the 
fish charge the bait, knocking it into 
the air with a deathblow from the 
pointed bill. Playing out slack line, 
Jack let the crippled bait flounder 
in no-strings-attached fashion, and 
in a matter of eight to ten seconds 
the fish swirled, taking his prey. 
The freewheeling reel played out 
slack for another good 10 seconds 
before Jack set the hook... and 
the magnificent battle was on! 

The best of ring announcers could 
not have accurately described this 
fight without omitting some of the 
color or losing some of the action... 
the opponents were separated by too 
much space. Part of the time | 





Mate Sison displays the 47-pound trophy. The st 
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in of the grueling battle shows on Bondurant’s face. 
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watched the sailfish... walking on 
his tail . . . striking with the razor- 
sharp bill . . . leaping into the air 
.. . always tugging and jerking to 
break the death-hold of his human 
adversary. It was almost as fasci- 
nating to watch the play of emotions 
across Bondurant’s face . . . excite- 
ment... anxiety... fatigue... de- 
termination ... and finally the ex- 
ultation of sure victory. There was 
only one round —26 minutes long 
with no breathers. I missed the re- 
actions of our other ringside fans. 
I vaguely remember shouts of en- 
couragement, Tony feverishly taking 
pictures, but on the whole I was 
completely absorbed in watching the 
fight. 

Then, suddenly, it was over. A last 
flickering struggle as Mate Sison 
took hold of the wire leader to heave 
the spent gladiator over the side. 
Jack, too, was spent and he used 


ISH 








his last drop of energy in hoisting the 
sailfish flag on the outrigger lines 
before flopping on the deck for need- 
ed rest. The others of the party 
were keyed with excitement—shout- 
ing and laughing and admiring the 
trophy, as pleased as if the adven- 
ture had happened to them. And a 
beautiful trophy he was—84 inches 
and 47 pounds—not a big one as the 
records go, but a beautiful specimen 
for decorating a den. 

Back at Fort Lauderdale, our host, 
George Gill, received our good news 
with enthusiasm. Gill, who has busi- 
ness interests in a construction com- 
pany and the Escape and Jolly Roger 
Hotels, is one of Lauderdale’s big- 
gest boosters, especially when it 
comes to beating the drums for the 
sport fishing found in this area. As 
a part of the Gill Construction Com- 
pany’s program of civic promotion, a 
13-minute film entitled “Sailfishing 
Off Fort Lauderdale, Florida” was 
produced. One of the best of its kind, 
the film has been shown on tele- 
vision by stations in New York, Salt 
Lake City, Birmingham, and Miami, 
and has been made available to tele- 
vision stations and interested groups 
throughout the country. An addict 


himself, George believes  there’s 
nothing to compare with the fishing 
at Fort Lauderdale. His son and 
business partner, Bob, owns the dis- 
tinction of having his name listed in 
fishing’s hall of fame, along with 
that of Izaak Walton and 298 other 
famous anglers. 


Sailfishing seems to have an ap- 
peal that never dies, and no matter 
how often it occurs, the sight of a 
sailfish flag on an incoming boat 
always creates a wave of excitement 
around Fort lLauderdale’s yacht 
basin, the largest in the world. Sail- 
fishing is one thrill that every angler 
should experience, and from the 
looks of the parade of yachts and 
cruisers plying the Gulf Stream each 
day, a lot of fishermen are doing just 
that. 


Bondurant insisted that I have the 
trophy as a memento of our sail- 
fishing adventure. Gill suggested we 
take our beautiful prize to Joseph 
T. Reese, Fort Lauderdale’s nation- 
ally known taxidermist, for mount- 
ing. In a few weeks, the waif of 
Sailfish Alley will take his place 
between two giant fresh-water bass 
on the wall of my den. —END 


ALLEY 


By JACK GRANT 


The author had no luck with the sailfish, but was satisfied with a stirring battle with a 


scrappy bonito. 


A CROW’S-EYE 


DAYTONA 











By HAYNES 


When it comes to fishing, hunting, 
camping, and all other kinds of out- 
door recreation, the Daytona Beach 
area is TOPS. It doesn’t matter what 
your type of fun may be—they’ve 
got it, or will get it for you. 

That’s the reason I wasn’t too sur- 
prised when, on a recent trip back 
to my home grounds, Don Southwell, 
president of the Halifax Hunting and 
Fishing Club, called to say he had 
planned a bird hunting trip for me. 
A person less acquainted with these 
versatile folks might have protested 
that it is closed season on game birds, 
but I knew my friends had worked 
out some sort of scheme whereby I 
could enjoy my favorite sport during 
my vacation. . 

So, we went bird hunting—for 
CROWS! And I had the time of my 
life. The hunt took place west of 
Port Orange, about six miles south 
of Daytona Beach. In the party were 
Bill Joyce, Chuck Harris, R. W. Car- 
penter, Don, and myself. The sky 
and surrounding countryside was 
literally covered with the jet ma- 
rauders. My first lesson in crow 
hunting was the secret of camou- 
flage. The crow is a smart bird and 
an unpredictable target. Don pointed 
out that Mr. Crow is gullible to the 
crow caller, and it was fortunate 
that we had two good ones in the 
crowd. 

I was fascinated with their life- 
like caw-w, caw-w, caw-w! The 
crows answered immediately and 
came over us with a loud rustle of 
wings. It didn’t take long to scatter 
them with the Super-X 6 shots. It 
was a real treat to see the black 
predators scatter in the dust. 

“Since hunting season closed, we 
have accounted for some 500 of these 











12 FLORIDA WILDLIFE 








C. ALBERSON 


outlaws,’ Don told me. “Several 
members have become ardent ad- 
dicts of this sport, although at this 
time we have only two expert crow 
callers. The hunts offer keen com- 
petition as well as sharpening our 
shooting eyes. Of course, the main 
reason is to eliminate these wily 
rascals and help protect the quail 
during the nesting and rearing sea- 
son.” 

I missed a big black brigand, as 
he made a tricky maneuver out of 
my line of fire, and I watched him 
speed north in the direction of Day- 
tona Beach. In a way I envied him, 
because he was going to get a real 
crow’s eye view of a _ sportsman’s 
paradise. 

Located on three waterfronts, one 
on the Atlantic ocean and one on 
each side of the Halifax River, the 
city is a gem in a sub-tropical set- 
ting, which pioneer settlers took 
advantage of to the fullest extent, 
and those coming after them re- 
spected their plans. Residents claim 
no unusual historical background— 
they simply state that Daytona 
Beach was founded because its cli- 
mate and natural beauty attracted 
those who sought a more pleasant 
way of life than they had known 
elsewhere, and found it. 

It is a year ’round playground with 
23 miles of beach, all-year swim- 
ming, sunbathing, deep-sea and 
fresh-water fishing, surf casting, 
shuffleboard, lawn bowling, tennis, 
golf, skeet and trap shooting, auto 
and motorcycle racing, and good 
hunting in the Tomoka Management 
Area, only 13 miles west of the city, 
and in other surrounding sections. 

Since deep-sea fishing is second to 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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ITHOUT a doubt, boating 

W boasts more _ participants 

than any sport in Florida, 
if the anglers who fish from boats 
are included. It can be one of the 
most dangerous, or safest, of sports 
—depending on the individual. Ever 
so often we read of some tragedy, 
reminding us that even experienced 
operators are prone to take chances 
and forget the necessity for safety 
precautions. Last month, I witnessed 
a good example of the opposite side 
of the picture—how really safe boat- 
ing can be. 

The week-end of June 20-21, 360 
outboard enthusiasts in 106 boats 
made the annual cruise from Eureka 
to Leesburg, sponsored by the Jack- 
sonville Outboard Club. The Jack- 
sonville members were joined by 
the crews of 18 St. Augustine boats, 
one from Indiana, one from South 
Carolina, and one from Georgia. 

Over a hundred boats carrying 
360 people traveled 65 miles of the 
crookedest waterway in the world, 
and returned over the same course, 
with only one minor accident — a 
broken tiller cable that caused one 
driver to lose control, resulting in 
a damaged hull when the boat ram- 
med the bank. This almost perfect 
record was not a matter of luck; 
it was the product of organized 
planning on the part of Cruise Mas- 


ter Linden Heston and the Jackson- 


ville committee for the cruise and 
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cooperation given by the participat- 
ing crews. 

Six groups were formed with each 
flotilla having a leader, assistant 
leader, and tail man, and each driver 
given a printed list of rules and 
instructions. Safety and courtesy 
were especially emphasized, alcohol 
and firearms were tabooed, and hand 


_ signals listed for obstructions, slow 


downs, and stops. Each boat carried 
an extra prop, shear pins, spark 
plugs, and gas for 80 miles. Two 
boats carried extra parts and me- 
chanics to repair any type of break- 
down. Children and adults unable 
to swim were required to wear life 
preservers. 


The launching at Eureka on Sat- | 


urday morning was conducted sys- 
tematically by groups, with no 
boats entering the water until their 
respective turns. Intervals of 100 to 
150 feet were maintained and no 


boats under any circumstance were 
permitted to pass their group lead- 
er, with the exception of official 
photographers covering the cruise 
for newspapers and magazines. A 
minimum speed of 20 miles per hour 
was required, with the slower boats 
controlling the pace. 


Over half the course—the narrow, 
twisting Oklawaha River from Eu- 
reka to Lake Griffin—had been in- 
spected by members of the Lees- 
burg Boating Club the previous 
week and warning signs planted 
near underwater obstructions, shal- 
low water, and dangerous hairpin 
turns.: Even with this advance pre- 
caution, a lead boat was sent ahead 
of the first group to scan the river. 
And it paid off, for a newly fallen 
tree, blocking the channel, was 
found. The cruise was halted while 
limbs were sawed to clear a path 
through the obstruction. 


Since this route included some of 
the most famous fishing waters in 
Florida—the Oklawaha, the bonnets 
of Lake Griffin, Haines Creek, Lake 
Eustis, Dead River, and Lake Har- 
ris—the drivers were instructed to 
slow down to trolling speed when 
passing close to fishing boats. 

And by playing it safe, everyone 
had fun, with no injuries to mar 
this perfect sightseeing trip by 
water through the Ocala National 

(Continued on Page 26) 














SCENES AT LEFT 
(Top to Bottom) 


The “ole ‘swimmin’ hole’: had 
nothing on Lake Juliana, where the 
kids went in twice a day, Camp 
Rotary, situated on the lake, was 
leased by the Game and: Fresh: Wa- 
ter Fish: Commission: as: a. summer 
camp for members of the State 
ser of Junior: Conservation 

ubs, 





Horseshoe pitching was one. of 
the many outdoor sports in which 
the 64 boys participated during the 
first: camping: period; June: 7-13. 





The kids absorbed some ‘tips on 
fishing and casting, as demonstrat~ 
ed by Fred Jones. They also: wit- 
nessed demonstrations pertaining: to 
hunting dogs, guns, and: safety. 





Outside of swimming, boating and: 
fishing: were the most: popular pas- 
times during the recreation: periods. 
Instructions in ‘handling boats, op- 
erating outboard: motors, and: gen-: 
eral safety precautions were a part 
of the: training program. 





Bach camper did his share ‘ot the 

work, and ‘extra: KP duty was the: 
| usual penalty fer breaking camp 
pes; : me ae Soe : 5 : Se selene oe 


i tts 





Junior Conservationists watching casting demi 


during first week of sumn 














The campers received lessons in conservation through demonstrations and lectures 
given by Commission personnel. Above scene was photographed during hyacinth 


control demonstration. 
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‘tration at Camp Rotary, near Auburndale, 
camp, held June 7-13. 





Sixty-four Junior Conservation Club members attended the first camping period. 
The program is sponsored by the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission to 
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gation OFF 
with: the: -assistance: of: ReKerat: wilds: 
life: SSERICE ED: ese 


‘SCENES AT RIGHT 
(Top: ‘to: Bottom) 


“Some:-of:the:--experienced::junior 
anglers: were permitted: to: take 
boats: on: ahort trips: atong the: 
shoreline; One:““expert™ won: a: cast 
ing: todas: top: prize: for: catehing 
the“ most: fish—-an- even: dozen: 





Diving: was included:in: the:com-~ 
petitive::sparts: program; Many: fine 
prizes: were: awarded:-ta the: indi-+ 
vidual: and: team: champions, 





Yes; where::you. find: boys; you 
find: a-marble: ‘game. Boys from: dif=: 
ferent: cities:oyer the: state: found 
new. friends:in following: their:-fa- 
yorite:-sports.: 





Swimming races: were: held: far-the: 
different: age: groups, ranging from 
Ste 27. An older boy -was:-assigned 
to-each bunkhouse, and helped: look 


after: the: younger: boys in: his: group: 





“Phere: were “no: “stawpokes:-at: 


“Chow:cal. Meats: were: served: in: a: 
Jarge:- dining hallat- regular: hours. 


The: camp was operated:an a: pre= 


“pared:time:schedulethat:incinded 


designated: periods: for:recreation; 


“Instruction; meats; leisure: thine; and 
“sleep: Camp: Director: Denver: Stes: 
oa and Assistant Cami: Direcvar 










‘RGneealaed the: program: 











teach conservation to the youth of Florida. 
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OFTEN wonder if very many of 
Florida’s tourists, speeding from 
one famous attraction to another, 
every stop to enjoy the free beauty 
along the way. You'll find them 


bunched by the hundreds viewing 


the highly publicized springs, mu- 
seums, and other attractions — but 
they hardly slow down as they by- 
pass the unheralded treasures be- 
tween stops. 

Take Avon Park, for instance. If 
I were a tourist, this would be a 
“must” stop on my scenic tour of 
Florida. It has no world famous 


IGE FLOORING 


The “Mall” at Avon Park contains over a thousand 
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spring, performing animals, great 
art collections, or other drawing 
cards that you are welcome to see, 
for a buck or two, but it does have 
enough free attractions to hold your 
interest for several hours . .. or 
days ... or for a whole lifetime, if 
you are looking for a place to live. 
Avon Park’s “Mall’’— a mile long 
botanical development running 
through the heart of the city—can- 
not be appreciated from a passing 
car; there’s just too much to see. 
The Mall, now planted with over a 
thousand varieties of rare shrubs 
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BERNARD ORR 


and exotic tropical trees, is a land- 
scaper’s dream come true. Lovely 
blue-lavender jacaranda trees from 
Brazil line its entire length. A riot 
of color is added by other trees and 
plants gathered from the four cor- 
ners of the globe — the pineapple 
guava, jasmine, sumac, olive, myrtle, 
crown of thorns, “monkey dinner 
bell” tree, and many, many other 
interesting and unusual plants. This 
shady retreat is one of the most 
unique and beautiful city parks ever 
created by man. Situated among the 
rolling hills and clear blue lakes of 





flowering plants and trees. 
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the Scenic Highlands section of Cen- 
tral Florida, Avon Park lives up to 
the claim of its slogan: ‘Prettiest 
City on the Ridge.” 

Other attractions besides its beau- 
ty have made Avon Park a popular 
vacation spot. Twenty-nine spring- 
fed lakes within six miles of the 
city make fishing the top outdoor 
sport. In season, hunters will find 
a plentiful supply of doves, quail, 
and small game. Deer and turkey 
are being increased and estimates 


of the Game and Fresh Water Fish 
Commission indicate good hunting 
in the forests of the county during 
the coming season. Boating on beau- 
tiful Lake Verona, swimming, sun- 
bathing, an excellent golf course, 
tennis and shuffleboard courts, are 
available, plus an abundance of nat- 
ural recreational facilities afforded 
by the State Park Service and the 
many lakes and streams. 

Located near the geographical 
center of Florida, Avon Park is 





Mr. and Mrs. Manny Kirkland, Avon Park, took this 84-pound string of black bass and 


within a short drive of most of the catfish from Arbuckle Creek, one of many fine fishing spots near the city. 
state’s famous tourist attractions, and 

only a two-hour drive from either have time to stop in very many of I was tourist ... or a vacationer ... 
coast. the beautiful little cities along his or looking for a pleasant place to 


Maybe the average tourist doesn’t trip through Central Florida—but if live, I wouldn’t miss Avon Park. 





This Year, Spend Your Vacation in the “Prettiest City On the Ridge” 


In the Where 

Hill and Summers are 
Lake Section As Delightful 
of Central Florida As the Winters 


“THE JACARANDA CITY” 


Fishing — Hunting — Bathing — Golf — Shuffleboard 
Restful Relaxation in Florida’s Famous Sunshine 


For Full Particulars, Write: THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 








WE HAVE IT! 
AL’S FIRESTONE DEALER STORE SMITH’S 
120 WEST MAIN STREET ak PHONE 323 HARDWARE 







AVON PARK, FLORIDA Headquarters for 
ELMER TAYLOR, Owner nccaac: Sait 






Johnson Motor Dealer 
for 22 Years 
* 








24-Hour Ambulance Beivics WRIGHT'S 
Shakespeare 
RUSSELL MIZELLE PACKAGE STORE RODS: AND UEHES 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR Complete Line of Liquors and Wine re 
Imported and Domestic 
Phone 1444 129 S. Lake Ave. 207 W. Main St. P. O. Box 757 Phone 74 
AVON PARK, FLORIDA AVON PARK, FLORIDA AVON PARK, FLORIDA 
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LORIDA QUAIL 
FACTORY 
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This is the first step on the assembly line, where 121 laying pairs 
of quail produce from four to five eggs per pair each week. 


By HAYNES C. ALBERSON 


is not as teh as would be eed 
et ne Russell ae cea 


Fred J. Reinert, an old-timer at quail hatching, looks over a tray 
of eggs. They remain here for 19 days after which they are 
moved to the hatchery. 
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of laying quail are housed. Fred told us that 
they average 4 to 5 eggs a week each. At the 
first of the summer, eggs are gathered once a 
week, but in hotter weather they are taken up 
twice weekly. | : 

Rusty gave us he information that in the 
wilds, a hen bobwhite lays 16 eggs in a domed © 

“nest made from grasses and on the 23rd day 
_after incubation starts, the chicks hatch all within _ 
an hour or less. Fred said this was about the | 
same number of days that it takes for artificial 

- incubation. The little fellows all seem to pop 
out of the shells at the same minute. But the 
boys at the hatchery are ready for them. 

When they are hatched, the baby chicks are 
removed to the battery brooders. Every battery 
has four separate brooders. These are made in 
trays and can be pulled out so the birds are 
easier to attend. The babies are kept here for 
| five weeks and are then removed outside to After about 23 days the tiny white eggs pop open and the little 
acquaint them with the world in which they bits of feathery fluff all hatch out within an hour. 
will live. They are kept in the first pen for 
about four or five weeks, then they are culled 
and moved into larger areas. 

Baby chicks are fed turkey starting mash until 
_ they are eight weeks old and then given grow- 

- ing mash, which is one-fourth grain. At 12 weeks 

_ they are put on grain altogether. At 14 weeks 

- Bobwhite is ready to be released. Some are re- 
tained for breeding purposes and others allotted 

to various Divisions for release. 

_. When the project was started back in 1952, 

S there was nothing at the proposed location ex- _ 
cept a few old army buildings, but the Williston _ 

_ City Council agreed to repair and make avail- 

able the necessary buildings for the enterprise. — 

All the material that Sliva’s men had to work 

with was scrap and several broken down in- 

-eubators from the old U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service Hatchery, which was in Welaka before © 
it was taken over by the University of Florida. 
Incidentally, this is where Fred Reinert learned 
about the quail hatchery business, as he worked 
there for many years. | | tt 

From scratch, Fred Reinert, Theodore and This is the neat brooder room where new-born baby quail are 

Rusty Sliva, and other helpers built the cages, _ watched over for four or five weeks before removed outside. 

_brooders, and hatchery equipment, and made 

the necessary repairs to put the incubators in 

first class shape. Today the entire project shows 
the handiwork of hard elbow grease and in- 

- genuity. 

“We would like to especially invite all in- 
terested sportsmen and club groups to visit the 
hatchery,’ Joe Sliva said, emphasizing the fact 
that they are proud of their achievement and 
want to show it off. 


The turkey hatchery is in another building 
and we didn’t have time to visit it, but from 
all indications it is developing as well as the 
quail hatchery. Fred said they expect to raise 
9,000 quail and 2,500 turkeys this year. 


Asked how the birds are distributed for re- 
lease, Joe explained that each of the five Divis- 
ions in Florida receive one-fifth of the birds 
allotted for release. Out of the fifth, the wild- 
life officers apply for quail needed in their re- 
spective areas. 











(Continued on Page 23) 


Out in the grass at last! These birds are past the danger stage 
and it won't be long until they are released in the field. 
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Soon the path ended and we made 
our way through tangled wild grape- 
vines and brambles to a heavy hard- 
wood swamp. Here, we sat down 
against a big upturned tree trunk to 
rest. The air was crisp with the first 
tinge of winter and the hammock 
seemed alive with the vim and vigor 
of its wild inhabitants, even though 
we couldn’t hear a sound. A frisky 
rabbit darted in front of us and I 
saw a deer cross from one tree to 
another. My gaze quickly shifted 
to the overhanging limbs of a giant 
live-oak. I certainly didn’t want to 
run into a bobcat, for I don’t like 
those babies. 


| MODERNIZE YOUR GUN WITH ALE 
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IMPROVE YOUR SCORE ES 
Franzite Grips are pos- 
itively unbreakable — 
most durable made. 
Offered for Colt, Smith & Wesson, 
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ser, other domestic and imported 
guns. Wide choice of smart de- 
signs in ivory, pearl, walnut, onyx, agate, biuck 
and a few target, staghorn and carved grips. 
Low L ioaieel FREE NEW CATALOG. Dealers 
wante 
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5501 Broadway, Dept. BR-7, Chicago 40, Ill. 


My attention shifted to Hap, who 
was adjusting his yelper. He in- 
structed me to hide behind a nearby 
stump while he took his stand in 
the woods to my right. I settled 
down, a little disgusted, thinking I 
had missed my last chance for my 
Christmas turkey, when I looked up 
suddenly and was startled to be star- 
ing right into the keen, alert eyes 
of a big gobbler not three feet away. 
I took in every detail of the bird, 
his foot-long beard, his rough wat- 
tles, and his blue-black feet. He was 
sizing me up just as seriously as I 
was him. How long we stared at 
each other I don’t know, but when 
I came to my senses he had turned 
and was calmly walking away from 
me, I quickly hoisted my gun but 
it was too late—my inquisitive tur- 
key had zig-zagged through the 
brush out of sight. 

Hap had missed the show in his 
concern over fixing a camouflage at 
his stand, and I knew I had missed 
a hearty ribbing, so I didn’t tell him 
about the incident. I really didn’t 
feel any disappointment over my 
failure to get that bird ... he was 
such a noble creature ... but I 
wouldn’t get softhearted I told my- 
self. I kept thinking of a big golden- 
browned turkey in the center of our 
Christmas dinner table. 

I leaned back against the old tree 
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stump and let my eyes take in the 
surroundings. An airplane droned 
high overhead and the small birds 
seemed to try to drown out the noise 
with their chirping. I was admiring 


the varied shades of green of the 


wild shrubs and trees, mingled with 
russet, red, brown, and yellow 
leaves, when I saw the turkeys com- 
ing. I watched breathlessly as they 
made their way to the clearing, feed- 
ing on acorns and seeds. One old 
gobbler acted as sentry, looking out 
while the other four scratched and 
puttered. I knew if I made the 
slightest noise I would flush them 
out of shooting range and I was too 
far away to get a bird from where 
I sat. How was I to get them to 
come my way since they were head- 
ed for the swamp to the left and 
going in the opposite direction? I 
looked toward Hap’s stand and 
hoped he would tune in on the 
mental-telepathy message I was 
sending him. It seemed ages that I 
waited. My back ached from the 
rough tree bark and I was getting 
stiff from sitting so long in one po- 
sition. Then, I saw the old gobbler 
stiffen his neck and look around just 
as Hap’s gun split the silence. The 
flock hobbled my way, their heads 
raised in caution, the ugly wattles 
swinging as they hurried toward 
cover. 

In the clearing within 30 feet of 
my hiding place one majestic bronze- 
back stopped as if undecided wheth- 
er to follow his fine feathered friends 
or go back to the choice morsels they 
had just left. I quietly and carefully 
squinted down the barrel of my 
brand new 12 gauge Winchester 
shotgun that, incidentally, my 
friends had told me was all wrong 
for turkey shooting, and I blazed 
away. The big bird’s wings dusted 
the ground as he threshed around 
a few moments before quieting down 
under a clump of palmettos. 


Hap had a big grin on his face as 
he came out of the hammock. He 
had managed to work his way over 
behind the flock of turkeys, shoot- 
ing to bring them over my way. I 
asked him if he got his bird and he 
shook his head. 

Back at camp when we weighed 
my turkey it tipped the scales at 22 
pounds and I am proud as a peacock. 
I have now become a dyed-in-the- 
wool turkey hunter, if it means I'll 
be, as Mose said, “peculiar.” Could 
that be why Eddie left the turkey 
scene for squirrels and why Hap 
didn’t even try to get a bird, or could 
it have been that they just wanted 
me to have all the glory on this, my 
first successful turkey hunting trip? 

Peculiar? ...I wonder . END 
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The birds are released in pairs and 
put in places where there is cover 
and feed. Crops planted for quail 
food are seasonable and ripen at the 
time of year when their food is 
abundant. In winter and early spring, 
food is scarce and at this particular 
time quail feeders come in good. The 
Commission’s feeder program has 
proved successful, and in some sec- 
tions of the state has become a popu- 
lar cooperative project of Junior 
Conservation Clubs. 

Ususally quail that are hatched 
in the fields stay within a half mile 
of their hatching place. Those re- 
leased might be confused for a day 
or two, but if they find food nearby, 
it is reasonable to believe that they 
will remain close by. The feeder 
plan has increased both the number 
of coveys and the birds per covey. 
On one tract alone the number of 
coveys was increased by 37 birds 
in one year. And the individual 
quail had grown in size and was 
in good health. Given a boost in 
population by the birds raised at 
the hatchery, fed and protected by 
the Junior Sportsmen under the 
guidance of wildlife officers, it looks 
as if there will be excellent bob- 
white hunting in the future. END 





hunting in my bag of sports, M. L. 
Boales, genial secretary-treasurer of 
the Porter Bait Company, took 
me out for tarpon. We trolled, using 
one of Porter’s most popular feather 
lures, and while I didn’t get my tar- 
pon on that trip, I did gaff a giant 
bonito of about 14 pounds, and tied 
into some nice king mackerel. The 
coral reefs from nine to 30 miles out 
are the most regularly fished 
grounds: among them are the Nine 
Mile Grounds, the Party Grounds, 
the East Ridge, and the East Eleven 
(fathoms). If we had had time to 
visit the various reefs we would 
have caught snapper, grouper, trig- 
gerfish, and many other varieties, 
but we had to get back for a dip in 
the surf with the family and later a 
visit to the broadwalk. 


We had quite a night of it listening 
to the excellent band concert played 
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in the impressive coquina bandshell 
at the north end of Oceanfront Park: 
we played bingo, bought shell sou- 
venirs, tossed pennies for a prize, ate 
hot dogs and drank orange juice, and 
had our picture taken behind a card- 
board physique of Clark Gable. 


Tired but happy we returned to 
our oceanfront cottage to be lulled 
to sleep by the soft caress of waves 
breaking on the beach. Just before 
dropping off, I wondered if that crow 
got sand between his toes and will 
come back. He is the only visitor to 
Daytona Beach I know of that won’t 
be welcomed with open arms. 
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Two 


ove Wilocats Bite dhe Bust 


By SARAH D. ALBERSON 


Every time another wildcat is killed, turkey hunt- 
ers shout for joy. This also goes for sportsmen who 
hunt quail, dove, waterfowl, squirrel, rabbit, and other 
small game, because all of these are on the cat’s list 
of favorite foods. So, the many cat hunters in the 
state are doing a good deed in holding down the cat 
population roaming the fields and forests, while hav- 
ing a whale of a good time at their own sport. 

H. J. Nichols, of Leesburg, one of the most con- 
sistent of the cat hunters, says it’s a known fact that 
before he and others started cutting down the cat 
numbers, there were no wild turkeys in Lake County 
to speak of. But now they are coming back and last 
season hunters reported a fair crop of turkeys scat- 
tered throughout the county. 

Nichols and his hunting companions, including Her- 
man T. Burnett of Weirsdale, who is also an accom- 
plished and veteran cat hunter, go out with trained 
dogs twice a week, come rain or shine, and it is seldom 
that they return empty handed. Sunday morning, June 





Here are two wildcats that will eat no more choice turkeys, quail, 
dove, rabbits, squirrels, and waterfowl—thanks to the dogs of the 
hunters shown above. Left to right: Herman T. Burnett, Weirsdale; 
Major Jay C. Sloan, Woodbury, N.J., a visitor to Leesburg while 
on leave from the Army, 8th Inf. Div., Fort Jackson, S.C.; Charles 
Smith, Teleman 2/c, Navy Department, Washington, son of 
Harold Smith, Leesburg; and H. J. Nichols, famed Leesburg cat- 
hunter. These two fierce predators weighed 22 pounds each. 


24 


14, H. J., on a hunt with Burnett, two visitors to 
Leesburg—Major Jay C. Sloan, Woodbury, N.J., with 
the 8th Infantry Division, Fort Jackson, S.C., and 
Charles Smith, Teleman 2/c with the Navy Depart- 
ment, Washington, D.C.—and Clifford Darden of Ocala, 
brought back two big cats weighing 22 pounds each. 
They were taken near Piatlakaha Creek in Lake 
County not far from the Sumter County Line. There 
were 17 dogs in the race, led by strike dogs, Pepper, 
Lady, Gene, Music, and Dolly, 12 of which belong 
to Nichols. Herman Burnett is owner of the other 
five. Nichols is proud as pink of his cat dogs, most of 
which are Walker, July, and Trigg hounds; they are 
well trained for their job and receive the best of 
care. Maybe he has figured that dogs are very valu- 
able due to the expensive price he had to pay for 
his first one. He laughingly told us about it: 


“T was about eleven and lived with my parents on 
the big Venturian Grove. We kept 18 two-mule teams 
to haul the fruit to Monarch Packing House. One of 
the colored teamsters, Coleman Jones, had a black 
and tan coon hound named ‘Nigger’ that I took a 
liking to. We bartered for several days and finally I 
traded for the dog, giving the Negro $3.00 in cash, 
15 bushels of sweet potatoes, 5 cans of lard, 2 hens, 
and several pairs of my father’s shoes. Then, to seal 
the deal I threw in my father’s best overcoat. Yes, 
I kept the dog, but I also got something I didn’t bar- 
gain for—a trip to the tool house for a whipping I’ve 
never forgotten, and believe me, after that I handled 
old ‘Nigger’ with kid gloves.” 

Asked how he happened to get started hunting cats, 
H. J. said: 

“T was in the automobile business in 1932. and was 
delivering a car to M. T. Caruthers out at Coleman. 
When I got outside of Chit-a-Chattee, a big wildcat 
ran across the road in front of me. I did a lot of 
foxhunting in those days, and Tom Clark, at Cole- 
man, was keeping my dogs for me. So I hurried out 
to Tom’s as soon as I delivered the car and told him 
to get ready by the time I got back from home, and 
we'd get that cat. I broke all records going home to 
change clothes, pick up my gun, and get back out 
there. Wildlife Officer Bob Remington went with us, 
and we got that cat. From then on I was a confirmed 
cat hunter.” 

Wildcats flourish throughout the state where there 
is enough rough country to give them protection from 
man, their worst enemy. They are quick-tempered, 
nervous, and mean. Nichols says the female of the 
species is a more fearsome fighter than the male, and 
will often fight to the finish, jumping from one dog 
to another, giving up only when dead. 

Cats feed on rodents, rabbits, and small birds, but 
have been known to catch waterfowl on the roost, 
slaughter newborn calves, and rob hen houses. Nature 
has her way of protecting female cats when they have 
their young, from March 1 to May 10, at which time 
the dogs cannot scent them, but the males make up 
for both in viciousness during this time. 


Cat hunting is fast becoming one of Florida’s most 
exciting sports and the bird and small game hunters 
say: “More Power to You!” END 
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AL CONLEY 


By DON COOK 


BUCK FEVER 


Buck fever, as we know it, is not 
confined entirely to the human race. 
The most of you have at one time or 
another had your very finest, highly 
trained bird dog jump the gun and 
unintentionally flush your birds. 
Should you receive the same pun- 
ishment as your dog: would, when 
you “jump the gun,” it probably 
wouldn’t help you any more than 
it does your dog. 

In our first major war with re- 
peating weapons, that is the First 
World War, it was discovered that 
in the heat of excitement and battle, 
buck fever played a very important 
part. The rifle of the day at that 
time was the old Krag and Enfield. 
Men have been known to lay in the 
trench or fox hole and load and 
fire empty rifles for indeterminate 
lengths of time, never realizing that 
there was no explosion when they 
pulled the trigger. 

This type of buck fever is still 
very common amongst our fighting 
men even though they have been 
trained to the nth degree. With the 
addition of the Springfield Model 
1903, the cartridge follower was so 
constructed that the bolt did not 
close when the magazine was empty. 


_ This, of course, broke any attempt of 


the rifleman to continue firing with 
an empty gun and tends to greatly 
reduce this particular “breed” of 
buck fever. 


In the field we have an entirely 
different version of buck fever. 
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Probably the most prevalent type 
is the type which I myself am sub- 
ject to. Just let a beautiful green- 
head cup his wings over my decoys, 
stick his neck out looking everything 
over; both my gun and my chin drop 
and I sit there and look and remark, 

“Gosh, ain’t he a beauty!” It is not 
until have flushed him and he is 
taking off that I can bring myself to 
shoot. This, I think, is a feeling prev- 
alent in most shooters and sometimes 
never completely overcome. 

Being in a business which brings 
me in contact with the hunters dur- 
ing the season, I hear many ways in 
which men have succumbed to vari- 
ous types of buck fever. One par- 
ticular shirt tail decorating the Ocala 
National Forest, has excited consid- 
erable kidding and jocularity in our 
neighborhood. It seems that one of 
our well known insurance agents, 
who has many years of hunting be- 
hind him, had a 10-point buck walk 
up to within 20 feet of him and stand 
there looking at him. I can imagine 
that he must have created a very 
beautiful sight; however, he had 
nothing to fear from the automatic 
rifle in the shooter’s hands, since the 
hunter never so much as raised it 
to fire a shot at the deer, as it turned 
and walked quietly away. The man 
stood there trembling so badly that 
he could not coherently explain to 
his buddies why he did not shoot. 


I think similar instances have hap- 
pened to many of us in the woods. 








I hear many tales of men who at the 
covey rise either feverishly pump 
all their shells through their guns 
without ever pulling the trigger, or 
fire all three shots into the ground 
and still claim fallen birds. Needless 
to say, these hunters so afflicted are 
truly blameless for trying to claim 
game they themselves never shot. In 
all justice to them, I would say no 
one should be too quick to judge 
them until they have tried to 
straighten them out. Usually persons 
thus affected will hurt their shoot- 
ing to some extent in getting 
straightened out, but this is only 
temporary. When they realize what 
they are doing, they make every 
effort to overcome it. 


Flinching is also a form of buck 
fever and in my opinion it definitely 
falls under this category. I have seen 
skeet and trap shooters lay into their 
guns so hard that when they were 
unable to pull the trigger, relying on 
the recoil to straighten them out, 
they would run half way to the trap 
house trying to pull the trigger, or 
fall flat on their face. Certainly, with 
the experience our old-time trap 
shooters have behind them, this con- 
dition should have been overcome 
by now. 


Another and more serious form of 
buck fever is the type which causes 
a good high percentage of our acci- 
dents. Some of us, when we have 
game in our sights, are prone to be- 
come absolutely oblivious to our en- 
tire surroundings. There is nothing 
in our conscious or subconscious 
mind except following the game, and 
should following that game bring our 
friends and relatives into our line of 
fire, those so afflicted never are 
aware of it. Should the crucial fir- 
ing point be reached with their hunt- 
ing buddies directly between them 
and the game, in all fairness to them, 
they wouldn’t even see them. 


I could go on indefinitely listing 
and discussing many other serious 
ways in which buck fever affects 
our hunters, but I believe that many 
shooters have experienced most of 
them and are aware that they are 
subject to the most serious errors 
committed. So I shall close this 
article with just one note—Be sure 
before discarding a swell, sociable 
hunting partner that he is guilty of 
carelessness rather than afflicted 
with a form of buck fever, which he 
can overcome with a little effort on 
your part and a little help. “Good” 
hunting partners are few and far be- 
tween, and not easily replaced after 
they have been discarded. Plain 
carelessness, there is no excuse for 
—buck fever can be cured. 
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At Ft. Lauderdale, the progres- 
sive Broward County Anglers Club, 
headed by President Ray Norton, 
has joined forces with state game 
and fish biologists under the direc- 
tion of Chief Biologist Jack De- 
Quine to launch a new experiment 
that may be the answer to restora- 
tion of fresh water game fishing. The 
preliminary step in this new method 
of aerial spray with poison is under- 
way on a 13 mile stretch of canal 
that parallels Route 27 just west of 
Ft. Lauderdale. 

The poison spray is calculated to 
kill all gill breathing fish in this ex- 
perimental area, including an esti- 
mated 10 percent of bass and bream 
which were sacrificed in order to 
clear the canal of garfish for a com- 
plete restocking program when the 
poison has dissipated. 

The opening day of the experi- 
ment saw thousands 
stroyed as the poison settled; dozens 
of boats manned by Angler Club 
members were on hand to dip up 
fish as they came to the surface. 
These were weighed and checked by 
biologists at various stations along 
the route. 

As soon as the canal is restocked 
with bass and bream, fishing will be 
prohibited for a year to allow the 
new residents to propagate. 





Harry Forbes of Miami, who is 
half owner of Larry and Harry’s 


Telephone: Oak Hill 2315 


ALLENHURST FISHING CAMP 


“On Haulover Canal” 
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EXCELLENT DUCK HUNTING IN SEASON 
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BEACON No. 42 FISHING CAMP 
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RESTAURANT 
Most Modern Fishing Camp on Florida’s East Coast 
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Fishing Lodge on Lake Ishtahpoga, 
is doing a grand job for the under- 
privileged boys of Dade County. 
Each summer during the past five 
years, Harry has provided a full 
week of fun and recreation, includ- 
ing food and lodging for 150 boys. 
Harry’s program, which has largely 
been at personal expense, is com- 
mendable not only because of the 
educational benefits, which include 
instruction in swimming, fishing, and 
small boat handling, but the fact that 
he’s sacrificing both time and busi- 
ness to mold our underprivileged 
youth in a pattern for useful citi- 
zenship. 

Harry Forbes, a kindly old fellow 
with a sincere and understanding 
love for the heritage of the American 
boy, needs financial aid to continue 
his good work; he has managed a 
burden far beyond his own resources 
for years. 





Out on the Tamiami Trail at Mon- 
roe Station, the Everglades Sports- 
men and Conservation Club has ac- 
quired 75 acres of land which is be- 
ing fenced with a unique purpose in 
mind. This area is being readied as 
a game preserve for deer and wild 
turkey. It will be patrolled by club 
members who also accompany re- 
gional officers on patrol as deputy 
game wardens; they are authorized 
to make arrests and have been in- 
strumental in discouraging the ac- 
tivities of violators and poachers in 
this section. 





Forest—one of Florida’s truly great 
scenic treats. 

Arriving at Leesburg around four 
in the afternoon, the party was en- 
tertained in the same _ hospitable 
style of the previous four annual 
cruises, by Commodore Dick Bair 
and members of the Leesburg Boat- 
ing Club. The night’s festivities in- 
cluded a picnic supper in Venetian 
Gardens, bull session on the day’s 
trip, movies of the 1951 and 1952 
cruises, dancing, and a tour of the 
Leesburg night spots. The return 
trip was started at 9:00 Sunday 
morning, with a stop for lunch fol- 
lowing at Silver Springs. 

Yes, boating is great fun .. . and 
it can be one of the safest of out- 
door sports. All it takes is a little 
common sense, a little planning, and 
a lot of courtesy. —END 
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By FRED W. JONES 
GAME PROSPECTS FOR COMING SEASON GOOD 


Hunting prospects for the coming 
season appear to be the brightest for 
some years according to the reports 
this writer is receiving. Sportsmen, 
biologists, and wildlife officers, on 
the whole, are agreed that unless 
the state experiences a major nat- 
ural disaster, quail, turkey, and deer 
will all show a marked increase. 

One excellent example of current 
reports and the indications for bet- 
ter hunting comes from the Fisheat- 
ing Creek Management Area, down 
in Glades County. 

This area, which was opened to 
managed hunting last season for the 
first time, was very heavily hunted 
and produced some of the best tur- 
key and quail hunting offered in the 
state. The hunting pressure was 
high, as was the kill of those species. 

In fact, the hunting pressure and 
the high kill caused many sports- 
men and a few wildlife officers to 
predict right after the hunt that 
game supplies would be very small 
this coming year. They thought 
that the “seed” stock had been killed 
down to a dangerous low. 

However, during the past few 
weeks, with turkeys and quail bring- 
ing off broods of young, the reports 
have changed squarely about. Now, 
according to many of those same 
men, game is more abundant than 
it was a year ago at this same time. 
‘ Biologists report turkey broods 
averaging six poults—a wery good 
average—and an unusual number of 
hens with broods. One biologist 
even went so far as to say that he 
had seen more hens with broods 


JULY, 1953 


than he had thought were left in the 
area. 

Reports from the Collier County 
Management Area are very similar 
with the exception that these also 


- include a slight increase in deer. 


Quail reports are coming in from 
all over the state. One U. S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service agent, who had 
been making dove counts all through 
Central and South Florida, told us 
that if he had been counting quail 
he’d really have had something to 
report. He said that he heard more 
quail and saw more quail on this 
trip than he ever had on the same 
trip in past years. 

Of course, in most parts of the 
state the hot and dry weather, while 
hard on grazing animals, has been 
almost ideal for the hatching of 
young turkeys and quail. The re- 
cent heavy rains in DeSoto county 
are the only doubtful spot on that 
picture at the present time. Whether 
damage there has been heavy or not 
we don’t know at this time, but it 
very possibly could have been since 
the area received some 15 inches of 
rain over a five-day period. 

Most of the remainder of Central 
and South Florida got the same five 
days of rain, but it amounted only to 
some 3 to 9 inches and came in fair- 
ly light showers. 

Our reports on Northwest Florida 
are comparatively light. But those 
too, are fairly favorable. 

Another bright picture is pre- 
sented by the Avon Park Bombing 
Range Management Area, in eastern 
Polk and Highlands Counties, which 














offered fair turkey and excellent 
quail hunting last year but on such 
a limited basis as to be quite un- 
satisfactory. | 

Out of a meeting of Air Force 
officers and Game and Fish Com- 
mission personnel, concerning the 
hunt, came prospects for more hunt- 
ing time, a larger open acreage, and 
higher game populations for this 
coming season. Unless something 
unforeseen comes into the picture 
in the area between now and fall, 
there should be a decided improve- 
ment this season. 

Add all the above information to 
the fact that all managed hunting 
areas, along with most other open 
land, will show game population im- 
provements, and you have a coming- 
season picture that really looks 
bright to us at this time. 


THE SPOONPLUG 


Summer “SPOONPLUGGING” time is here. 
Increase your speed during this hot 
weather. 

Don’t forget to let lures “dig’’ the deeper 
sand bars and clay bottoms. 


BUCK’S BAITS aicxory, n. c. 





THOMAS SERVICE STATION 
& FUEL OIL SERVICE 
166 San Marco Avenue 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA — Phone 6 
GUS THOMAS 








MACOQO 
‘A 2-IN-1 CREAM 


Repels biting insects. Prevents skin from 
burning and blistering. At Fishing Camps 
and Tackle Stores. 


MACO Preducts, P.O. Box 765, S. Miami 








POWDER 
HORN 





You will be proud to own this authentic replica 
of the old time powder horn. The best in the 
field. The most decorative in the den. Comes 


with leather thong (not Illus.) 
Large - $6.50 — Small - $5.25 


HUNTING 
HORN 





Easy blowing reed type horn, removable mouth 
piece. Ideal for the hunter, camper and Boy 
Scout. Also Old Timer bugle type horn with im- 
proved mouth piece. Either Type - $4.00 Each. 


HORN-MADE, INC. 
1751 N.W. 20th Street, Miami, Florida 
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RETRIEVERS 


Trained for Hunting and Field Trials. 
We have openings for a few bird dogs. 


We Use Live Birds in 
All Training. 


Inquiries 
Welcomed. 


HWURRICANE ACRES 


RETRIEVER KENNELS 
P. O. Box 365 Orlando, Fla. 








ANDILITE 
, . the flash that : 
AY SAVE A LIFE, 





LANTERN OF 1000 USES 
Red visible | mile. 1000 ft. White Beam 
ADJUSTABLE TO ANY POSITION 
within complete vertical circle. 


All-aluminum. Engineered like @ watch. 
Full 12° high. Complete with battery and 


bulbs. Money back guarantee. 
Sorry no C.O.D.'s. Rush check 95 
or money order right away to Post 


Paid 


STRAHM of SARASOTA 


P.O. Box 1355-F, Sarasota, Florida 




















BY PHIL FRANCIS 
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PHOTOGRAPHY FOR THE FISHERMAN 


The average fisherman’s photo al- 


_ bum—if he has one at all—contains 
_ nothing but snapshots showing him 
_ or his friends grinning at the camera 


as they hold up strings of fish. Usu- 
ally each face squints into the sun, 
and a cigarette dangles from the 
corner of each mouth. Such photo- 
graphs are known as “mug shots.” 
It must be admitted that mug shots 
are a necessary part of every fish- 
erman’s photo album, for all anglers 
like to show their friends photo- 
graphic proof of their fish stories. 
For a more interesting album, how- 
ever, the fishing photographer should 
include action and composition as 
well. By following a few simple rules 
and using your imagination you can 
make pictures that are technically 
good as well as interesting, even 
with a box camera. 


Since mug shots are necessary, 
why not make good ones? Have the 
proud angler tilt back his cap so 
that light may reach his face. Make 
him throw away his cigarette. Don’t 





FORT MYERS, FLA. 
1118 First Street 







DIAL 5-8551 


f While Staying in FORT MYERS Stop 
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and Swap Fishing Tales with the .... 


-Sportsman's Supplg- 


“The best of everything for the sportsman” 


Fine Fishing Tackle ® Johnson Outboard Motors and Parts 
Hunting and Camping Supplies e 


Athletic Equipment 





ask him to face directly into the sun; 
let him turn away from it at about 
a 45 degree angle. Be sure the back- 
ground isn’t cluttered up with any- 
thing that will draw the attention 
from the main subject of the picture. 
Sky or water makes a fine back- 
ground for snapshots if a yellow 
filter is used to deepen the tone. 
Wet the fish to make them glisten 
and be sure they are held broadside 
to the camera. Take a couple of ex- 
posures, striving each time for a 
pleasing facial expression. Mug shots 
are usually more interesting if the 
fisherman looks at his catch rather 
than at the camera, as this draws the 
attention of the person viewing the 
picture to the most important part 
of the picture: the fish. 

Far more interesting than mug 
shots are action pictures, the most 
sensational of which are shots of 
jumping fish in mid-air. Jumping 
fish pictures are not so hard to get 
as you might imagine, if your camera 
has a shutter speed of 1/200 second 
or faster. Many fish can be coaxed 
into jumping merely by holding their 
heads up, and it is easy to train your 
camera on the fish while your part- 
ner gets him to jump. Try to release 
the shutter at the height of the leap, 
where the action is slowest and eas- 
iest to stop. Box cameras are un- 
suitable for this work because their 
shutter speeds are far too slow. I 
like a miniature camera for fish- 
jump work because of the fast lens 
and shutter and rapid handling fea- 
tures of such equipment. The minia- 
ture is so adaptable to this work, 
that I have actually made a number 
of good tarpon jump pictures hold- 
ing my Leica in one hand and rod 
in the other .. . while fighting the 
tarpon! 

Action pictures, however, do not 
necessarily have to show jumping 
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fish in mid-air. The action doesn’t 
have to be fast at all, and even a 
slow-shuttered box camera will han- 
dle some types of it. Action, for 
example, may simply be the act of 
unhooking a fish, or stringing one, 
or netting one. A close-up of a fish- 
erman’s hands as he removes the 
hook from a fish would be an ex- 
cellent example of a slow action 
shot. Even little fish like bream or 
crappie take mighty pictures when 
photographed this way. 

Posed “action” pictures which tell 
a story should be included in every 
album. A single picture can give 
information on how the fish was 
caught, the type of water, the tackle 
used, and—of course—the size and 
kind of fish. The action can be posed 
very effectively for a story-telling 
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picture if you use a little imagina- 
tion. 

Nothing is more unnatural look- 
ing than dead, dried out fish, so 
whenever possible photograph your 
fish while they are still alive. They’ll 
glisten with a sheen that dead fish 
just don’t have. Then, too, live fish 
appear larger than dead ones, be- 
cause their fins stand out erect to 
give the effect of greater length and 
depth. Whether they are alive or 
dead, always dip fish in water, just 
before photographing them, to make 
them shine. 

It pays never to shoot pictures in 
a boat at slow shutter speeds unless 
the water is perfectly calm, for the 
ever present rocking motion will 
cause fuzzy pictures. If your camera 
doesn’t have shutter speeds of at 








least 1/100 second, go ashore to take 
your pictures. I frequently use shut- 
ter speeds of 1/500 and even 1/1,000 
second when shooting from a boat 
in choppy water. 

Photography on water is simple, 
but a few hints are in order. First, 
the light may fool you .. . and your 
exposure meter ... for it is often 
brighter than it appears to be. Be 
careful you don’t overexpose. Ex- 
cept when trying for fish-jump pic- 
tures, I use a medium-yellow filter 
and lens shade as standard equip- 
ment on the water. Both sky and 
water are apt to wash out badly if 
the filter is not used. On hazy days 
an orange filter may be needed to 
give the sky and water a natural 
look. Even on cloudy days, if the 
light is bright, a yellow filter will 
improve most pictures in which a 
vast expanse of water or sky ap- 
pears. A filter, by the way, also 
serves to protect the lens from spray, 
and is a help in preventing over- 
exposure when using a box camera 
or other camera without exposure 
control. 

Incidentally, the tricky lighting 
conditions on water will work to 
your advantage for backlighted or 
sidelighted pictures. The glare light- 
ens shadows beautifully. END 


The fure that 
proved that fish 
can smell. All 
sporting goods 


i > Stores. 4 eolors, 
i all Waters. 


KING BAIT 
MANNING'S Jaady SHRIMP LURE CO. 
P.0. BOX 933 - NEW ORLEANS, LA. 








Pana-Vista Lodge 


““SPORTSMEN’S PARADISE” 
On Beautiful Leake Panasoffkee 


BOATS - MOTORS - FISHING TACKLE 
LICENSE - GROCERIES - GUIDES 


12 Completely Equipped Housekeeping 
‘ Cottages 
Everything for the Sportsman and 
His Family 
Phone or Write: 
POLLY and CHARLES VEAL, Mgrs. 
Pana-Vista Lodge, Panasoffkee, Fla. 


Phone—BushnelJ 2061 


Sunshine Service Electricity 


Gives you more leisure for outdoor fun! 


GA}FLORIDA POWER & 
LIGHT COMPANY 
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DETTY’S FISH GRIPPER 





A boon to the “sore hand” mem- 
bers of the fishing brotherhood is a 
new gadget now on the market— 
Detty’s Fish Gripper. 

Operated similar to standard 
pliers, this handy-Andy tool for 
fishermen has specially designed 
jaws that grip and hold fish firmly. 
It also scales, fins, and cleans fish, 
too. The gripper is made of alumi- 
num alloy, weighing only 5% ounces, 
and can be easily stored in tackle 
box or creel, or carried in jacket or 
pants pocket. 

Detty’s Fish Gripper removes one 
of the fisherman’s greatest hazards— 
injury received when handling spiny 
fish. It eliminates the danger of in- 


REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS PROPERTIES 


Bass Capital of the World, St. Johns riverfront. 
Homes, groves, business opportunities. — E. J. 
TeRONDE, Crescent City, Florida. | 


FISHING CAMP 


With 600/ read frontage on U. S. 1 and 
400” on creek. 3 new CBS overnight units. 
CBS diner. Several outbuildings, boats. 
Price $14,500, with terms. — Eugene L. 
Barnes & Son, Realtors since 1895, 65 
King St., St. Augustine. 


FOX HUNTERS, DON’T MISS THE 
FLORIDA STATE FIELD TRIAL 
OCTOBER 5-6-7-8 
Run on James Island — 55,000 uninhabited 
acres, near Wakulla Springs, Florida. For in- 

formation, address— 
MRS. GLENN VARNER, Secty. 
Box 2889, Orlando, Plorida 
DR. M. N. CAMP, Pre 
401 Blount Bldg., Ft. Landerdala, Florida 


“Fishing At Its Best’ 


kt 


Rogers Fish Camp 
ON LAKE GRIFFIN 
7 SINGLE—2 FAMILY COTTAGES 
BOATS - MOTORS - LIVE BAIT 
5 Blocks from the Heart of 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
For Reservations: PHONE 559 Blue 
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fected fin punctures of the hand, 
which have been known to prove 
fatal. Besides the merit of this safety 
factor, the gripper is also a handy 
tool in cleaning, skinning, and fin- 
ning fish. And that’s not all—it is 
also a handy gadget to have around 
any camp, for handling hot kettles 
and pans, and hot dogs, baked oys- 
ters and potatoes, roast corn, and 


‘other foods cooked over an open 


campfire. 

Approved by Sportsmen’s Re- 
search, the Detty’s Fish Gripper can 
be recommended as a handy and 
practical tool for every fisherman 
and to the many housewives whose 
fishermen husbands consider the 
sport ended when they place the 
day’s catch in their capable, if not- 
too-willing hands. Retail price $1.95. 





NEW WATERPROOFING 
COMPOUND 
Those who work with test tubes in 
research laboratories have now come 





SPINNING FOR FRESH AND SALT 
WATER FISH OF NORTH AMER- 
ICA, by A. J. McClane, and THE 
AMERICAN FISHERMAN’S GUIDE, 
by Bill Bueno, with an introduction 
by Ed Zern. Both books published 
by Prentice-Hall, Inc., New York, 
N. 


The spinning book is the one that 
the spin-fisherman has been waiting 
for. It is the first really complete, 
authoritative, up-to-date book on 
how to take fresh- and salt-water 
fish by this new popular method. 
Written by Al McClane, the fishing 
editor of Field and Stream magazine, 
the book is filled with everything 
you'd like to know about spinning. 
It gives specific and complete in- 
formation about reels, rods, lines, 
leaders, and lures—who makes them, 
which is best for what, and when 
and how to use them. 

This book is loaded with practical 
tips and pointers for all types of 


fish, and there is a series of chapters 


devoted to a specific fish that you 
might be interested in catching. 
These include panfish, salmon, steel- 


up with a new waterproofing com- 
pound that can be sprayed on hats, 
topcoats, shoes, hunting and fish- 
ing clothing, convertible automobile 
tops—in fact, just about everything 
made of fabric, leather, straw, or 
paper—renderin? treated article wa- 
terproof without changing their tex- 
ture or appearance. 

Marketed under the name of 
GARD, a product of Gard Indus- 
tries, Inc., 733 Green Bay, Wilmette, 
Illinois, the combination of synthetic 
resins repels and stops the passage 
of water through materials, yet does 
not seal the pores of treated ma- 
terials, a fact that can be proved by 
blowing cigarette smoke through 
porous fabrics treated with GARD. 
The solution is odorless. 

Expensive panama hats, treated 
with GARD, maintain their natural 
appearance and feel, but are so com- 
pletely waterproofed that they can 
be worn in a hard rain without 
damage. 

Treated clothing will withstand 
numerous launderings, but not dry 
cleaning. Re-treatment must follow 
dry cleaning. 

GARD comes in a bomb-type can, 
ready to spray. One can will water- 
proof several hats, a topcoat, and 
several pairs of shoes. $1.95. 


heads, trout, bass, and members of 
the pike family. It is richly illus- 
trated and spiced with actual spin-. 
ning experiences and lively anec- 
dotes. 

The author has taken every kind 
of North American fresh-water fish 
and over 50 species of salt-water fish 
on spinning tackle. He is a qualified 
fisheries research technician and 
knows whereof he speaks in this 
book. 

The American Fisherman’s Guide 
is a compilation of factual stories 
and information written by 43 of the 
nation’s top fishing writers. Would 
you like the experts to tell you about 
plugging for bass, fly-casting for 
trout, fishing the slow streams, the 
latest tips on ice-fishing, the use of 
light tackle, fishing in the dark 
waters of the bayous? ... All these 
can be found in this book. 

Experts writing in this book in- 
clude: Joe Bates, Ray Bergman, 
Byron Dalrymple, Frank Dufresne, 
John Alden Knight, Jason Lucas, 
Al McClane, and many others. If 
you’re an_ up-to-date sportsman, 
you’ve read their writings in many 
of the national magazines. 

It is a surprisingly easy book to 
read, not what you would expect in 
a book of this sort, and we feel that 
you will certainly enjoy the expert 
tips these men send your way. 
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Many a smart hostess features 
crab claws on her hors d’oeuvre 
platters these days, with a well- 
flavored cocktail sauce nearby in 
which the claws may be “dunked.” 

Unless you are near a crab “fac- 
tory” where steamed and cracked 
claws may be obtained, you may 
need these minor instructions as to 
how to prepare this delicacy. 

First — and always — select your 
crabs yourself while they are alive. 
They should be heavy for their size, 
and lively. Bring to a rolling boil a 
kettle of slightly salted water, large 
enough to submerge the crabs com- 
pletely. Cook for about 25 minutes, 
drain, cool, and remove shells (and 
clean while wet for further use in 
deviling or serving crab salad). 

Snap off the claws, and when 
thoroughly cold, crack with a nut- 
cracker or by hammering gently. 
If you are careful, the meat will 
come out in one piece with half of 
the pincer intact to serve as a 
“handle.” Arrange on a round plat- 
ter with a generous bowl of sauce 
in the center. 


French-fried Crab Claws 
Remove the claw meat as de- 
scribed above and dry gently on a 
towel. Dip meat in beaten egg sea- 
soned with salt and pepper, roll in 
finely-sifted cracker crumbs. Place 
in a single layer in a frying basket 
and cook quickly until a golden 
brown. Fat should be about 400° 
—or smoking hot, if you use no such 
gadget. 
If you prefer a batter for frying, 
try this: 
1 egg, beaten light 
Y% tsp. salt 
% tsp. baking powder 
1 cup (scant) sifted flour. 
Condensed milk (enough to 
make a thin batter) 
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Serve hot with well-seasoned to- 
mato sauce, a tossed salad, and a 
creamed dish. Especially good for 
a Sunday night supper. 


Crab Meat Salad 


2 cups white crab meat 

1 box lemon-flavored gelatin 

1 dozen stuffed olives, sliced 

6 small sharp sweet pickles, 
chopped 

1/3 cup finely chopped celery 

Dissolve gelatin in 1 cup boiling 
water; add 1 cup cold water. Stir 
well and cool. Just before it sets, 
add meat, celery, olives, and pickles. 
When congealed, serve on lettuce 
with a sour mayonnaise and garnish 
with sliced olives. Lightly-toasted 
soda crackers make a fine accom- 
paniment. 

If you do not care for the gelatin 
base, there’s nothing wrong with 
your combining the above ingredi- 
ents, tossing together lightly with 
your favorite mayonnaise thinned 
with a little cream. It’s pretty, 
served in the crab shells. 


Deviled Crabs 


3 cups crab meat (all white, or 
white and claw mixed) 
2 hard-boiled eggs, chopped 
fine 
1 cup white sauce (previously 
prepared) | 
Seasoning 
Mix lightly together, seasoning 
highly with salt, pepper, a dash of 
cayenne, a little yellow mustard, and 
a little lemon juice. Fill crab shells 
with mixture, top with buttered 
bread-crumbs, strips of cream 
cheese, a dash of paprika, and brown 
in a quick oven. Remember, all 
your ingredients have been cooked 
once, so be careful not to over-bake, 
or your deviled crabs may be too 
dry. Garnish with parsley. 




















Hughes Rust-Pruf Paint 
POSITIVELY STOPS RUST AND 
CORROSION 
BOX 180 
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 





GREY & DINGUS 
REALTORS 


25 Years in One Location 
Phone 3621 © 113 West Main Street 
NEW PORT RICHEY, FLORIDA 
F. I. Grey W. H. Dingus 









MARTIN OUTBOARD MOTORS 


Rod and Reel Repair ® Tackle for Rent 
Guns ® Fishing Tackle ® Ammo 


RAMSAY BROS. 
803 Main St. Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Phone 2-3151 


Ea «Wael Mies ea 
HARBOR 


DAYTONA BEACH, FLORIDA 
12 Miles South of Daytona Beach on 
South Atlantic Avenue 
“THE OCEAN SHORE DRIVE” 


® 
DEEP SEA AND RIVER 
FISHING 
BOATS * BAIT * TACKLE 
GUIDES 


DIAL 4424 


FIRST 
A TLR TC 


NATIONAL BANK 
OF DAYTONA BEACH 
FLORIDA 
Seabreeze Boulevard 
* 


COMPLETELY AIR CONDITIONED 
* 


Customers’ Free 
Parking Lot 
* 


COMPLETE BANKING FACILITIES 


Member of Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 


HEADQUARTERS 
FOR SPORTSMEN 
Motors * Accessories 


Fishing Tackle 
Hunting and Camping 


Equipment 


FISHER-STINSON 
HARDWARE CO. 


PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 


31 











——a — 


aie” 


- 






77 









advance, 


ARCHERY MATERIALS FOR SALE _ 





Florida Archery Headquarters — Ray Chiodo — 
Quality Archery Tackle and Materials. Bows, 
Arrows, Targets, Faces, Strings, Accessories, 
Leather Goods, Raw Materials, Books, Feathers 
Write for Price List. Fruitland Park, Florida. 


COTTAGES 





ee * re 
BRAND'S COTTAGES—Overnight and houskeep- 
ing. Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and bait. 
Box 388, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 








TWIN PALMS RESORT 
Florida’s Finest Fishing 
LAKE GRIFFIN — LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
Cottages, Boats, Bait and Guides 
Swimming on white sand beach 
PHONE 5024 BLUE 


FISH BAIT FOR SALE 





LIVE BAIT FOR SALE—GILBERT'S HAPPY 
CONTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.-— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


English Red Worms—$5.00 per 1,000 packed 100 
to cup. Also Golden Shiner Minnows (Roaches) 
in any quantity—Southern Biologicals, Box 1042, 
Tallahassee, Florida. 





RED WIGGLERS — 500 for $2.00. POSTPAID. 
Wholesale prices to dealers —GROVES HOWELL, 
Sneads, Florida. 





FISH BAIT FOR SALE—CRICKETS 


Gray Crickets, $2.00 per hundred postpaid. Deal- 
ers write for wholesale prices. Lucky Lure Cricket 
Farm. Leesburg, 
Hatchery. 


Florida. — Florida’s Largest 













We specialize in: 


® LOANS 


HENRY M. 


sports equipment, services, etc. 
Minimum advertisements 14 words or $3.50. 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) 
tance to Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 


FORT PIERCE 


FLORIDA 
@ GENERAL REAL ESTATE 


Water Front Properties; Cattle Ranches; 
Citrus Groves; Homes and Acreage. 


including mortgage loans on ranches, groves, homes, 
business properties and F.H.A. insured loans. 


© PROPERTY MANAGEMENT and LEASES 


‘Your Correspondence is !Invited”’ 
JERNIGAN AGENCY 
Realtors 
206 Orange Avenue 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 


Cll Flovida ~ 


“SPORTSMENS GUIDE® 


CAMPS: BOATS:-MOTORS @ 
TACKLE- GUNS: PARTS SERVICE 


Wildl fe “Cradin g Post 


REAL ESTATE 








Fishing resort on the St. Johns River and Big 
Lake George; beautiful home, all concrete con- 
structed cottages, pier, boathouse, boats, motors, 
brand new. If there ever was a bargain at $45,000, 
this is it.—E. J. TeRONDE, Realtor, Crescent City, 
Florida. 





On the St. Johns River in the heart of ‘The 
Bass Capital of the World,’’ shiner hatchery, bait 
business, fishing and hunting resort, outboard 
motor agency, trailer park and air landing loca- 
tion. This is a big deal with fantastic possibili- 
ties. A real bargain at $45,000.—E. J. TeRONDE, 
Crescent City, Florida. 


FOR SALE 








Fishing Camp on the St. Johns River—Cottages 
and boats; 4 acres land; best location. Price 
$25,000.00.—Henry M. Jernigan, Agency Realtors, 
206 Orange Ave., Fort Pierce, Fla. 





LAKEFRONT PROPERTY 


Beautifui lakefront lots adjoining Ocala National 
Forest. Finest hunting and fishing. 100-foot lots 
$245.00, $895.00. Pay $10, $35 month. Free litera- 
ture, Blue Lakes Ridge, Paisley, Florida. 


FOR SALE—POINTER PUPS 





Pointer Pups: Whelped March 1, with three 
national champions in third generation, $30 and 
$40. Also 5 unregistered pups, good blood lines, 
whelped March 16, $25 and $30.—S. P. Starbird, 
Route 1, Apopka, Florida. 








GULF COUNTY 





GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. — Complete 
Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Outboard 
Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Information. 
Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 











The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
Classified advertisements 25c a word per insertion, payable in 
Initials, abbreviations and groups of 
Send copy and remit- 





SHORTHORN CATTLE 


‘“‘Buy Bell Rock Bulls for Breeding Better Beef”. 


BELL ROCK CATTLE COMPANY, OCALA, FLA. 
Telephone MArion 2-6228 





SLEEPER’S AWAKENERS 





Fishing camps, trailer parks, motels, business op- 
portunities, income properties, homes, farms and 
ranches. Send for our free catalog. — HAROLD 
L. SLEEPER, Realtor, Bradenton, Florida. 





WILD FOWL FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Peafowl, Pheasants, Wild Ducks, 
Wild Geese and Swans. 80 varieties. DAVIS & 
GIST, McIntosh, Fla. Florida permit No 25, Fed- 
eral No. 33208. 





BAIT ® BOATS ® MOTORS 
BEER ® LUNCH 


Mar Vista Fishing Resort 
LONGBEACH, FLA. 


Ed Sibole Tel. R1-6-9771-6 


B. & W. GARAGE 


AUTO REPAIRS - GULF PRODUCTS 


Tires, Batteries, Parts and Accessories 
TELEPHONE 2320 
U. S.9Ne; -1 Oak Hill, Florida 





Fish in Famous Spruce Creek 


from 
TURNBULL CASTLE FISHING LODGE 
19 Miles South of Daytona Beach on U.S. 1 


CLEAN BOATS — LIVE BAIT — MOTORS 
TACKLE 








2392 
FRANK LE FILS, Proprietor 
‘‘4 FISHERMAN’S PARADISE” 


LeFILS FISHING CAMP 


Phone New Smyrna: 


Dry Boats - Red Shrimp - Motors 
Tackle - Guides 
OAK HILL, FLORIDA 


Turn East at Oak Hill Caution Light 
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Eujoy a COOL Vacattou ou 


ANNA MARIA ISLAND! 


A Luxury Vacation at Budget Rates 





For Real Estate... SEE 


THE TOWN OF 


Eel O L Mv E Ss B E. A C 100 Gulf Dr., Bradenton Beach, Fla. 


Large Selection 
INVITES YOU | Swear and: Winter mentale Holmes Beach - - Ph. 9-2723 


More Than 300 New Homes fiiport ——_-Miaring NE 8 nS ET 2B trees tare 
with every city convenience Shopping Center MANATEE COUNTY ISLAND APPLIANCES 


water, power, light, telephone, Private Beach MOTOR CO. RVI 
fire and police protection for Residents ANNA MARIA, FLORIDA i coalicaeh nea 
FOR A WONDERFUL and Guests “Serving the Heart of Florida’s Philco — Crosley 
oast”’ 


Churches — Schools West C 
ia : M t Anna Maria Island - Whitfield Estates Admiral — Hallicrafter 
rite Holmes Management, 


Anna Maria .. . Florida 


HOLMES 


JACK MARSHALL 
REALTOR CONSTRUCTION CO. 





‘“‘Homes Designed for Florida Living”’ 


Second Bridge 
to be built 
from the Mainland 


CHARLIN VILLAS FRANCES LIVINGSTON 


FOR PROPERTY ... it’s Waterfront 
Properties Anna Maria’s Most REALTOR 
ANNA MARIA BRANCH 


JACK HOLMES = Mer tomes Exquisite Rentals 
at Fair Prices Jacaranda & Bay Blvd. 


Holmes Beach...Anna Maria Island... Florida -+- at BUDGET PRICES |c. L. Lapp, Mgr. — Phone 9-3811 





FOR A 
BEAUTIFUL 
COLOR 
BROCHURE 





J.R. MILLER 
ASKEW BROTHERS HOLMES SUPPLIES Kachudas & Hoffman BUILDER 


Drugs — Sundries — Beach Wear SALES —- RENTALS 

Beach Phone 9-2551 TAYLOR’S BOAT LIVERY 

BOATS - MOTORS - BAIT 
Holmes Beach, Fla. 


Complete Soda Fountain Building Materials 


and Luncheonette 
ANNA MARIA, FLORIDA 


Holmes Beach, Fila. Anna Maria Island 







MILLING 
‘COMPANY 







INCORPORATED 


Dixie Lily Meal or 
| Grits are 20 to 30 
days fresher than 
any meal and grits 
sold throughout Flor- 
ida. Dixie Lily is 
ground fresh daily in 
Florida. 









SELF -RiISING 





aly - ———— 
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TS LIKE THE MOVIES! 
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The Newly Christened ~/ 
Port Paradise Paquet Boat 


A replica of the old Mississippi River Packet Boat 
... The Natchez.” The bow has a refreshment 
and accommodations bar. The salon or atter 
deck is air cooled for a gathering place, cards, | 
and TV. Aft is ceramic tiled for outdoor 
dancing. From stern, guests dive into the . 
floating swimming pool of clear, clean Ayr 
spring water, always at 72.4 degrees. | 


7t Glimpoe of Paradise pea 
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\An idea, perhaps. Ingenuity, maybe. Vision, a © 

little. Capital, puny hands helped. Really the as = 

credit line must go to Mother Nature. Sure, we eas: 

ae : T2020 

built in all the comforts and conveniences. cay 

| We stream-lined service. But mortal man Om Q_ 
couldn't rival the classic South Seas — 
charm of this newly discovered, un- od tad <t 

spoiled beauty spot. Its clear, cool, rm ot 

bbling springs, gorgeous n- anata 

ts across the palm-studded Sap betray 

p he. @ — 


ay, tropical trees plus a mad- 

ern miracle of fish, fowl a 

wild game./ All togeth 

they spell Paradise. 

* Recreation 


Facilities 


* Boats and 
Fishing Guides 


* Excellent Hunting 


* Scenic Dining 
* Superb Fishing 
* Bathing 

* Golf. nearby 

* Sun Batol 


* Floating Dock 





* Charming accom 
modations to fit 
every purpose 
and pocketbook 


4 





Manager: Telephone 2801 
BESS MYERS Crystal River, Fla. 


(oom sc mo 


